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RE: Five-Year Renewal,  Utah Fuel  Company, Skyl ine Mine

D e a r  L o w e l l :

We have reviewed the new volumes of  the Mining and Reclamat ion Plan submit ted
for the f ive-year renewal.  Our cornments are as fo l lows:

l .  The mine p lan  proposes  fu l l -ex t rac t ion  longwal l  m in ing  under  Burnout
C r e e k  a n d  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  m i t i g a t i o n s  ( o n - s i t e  a n d  o f f - s i t e )  o r
mon i to r ing  in  su f f i c ien t  de ta i l  to  eva lua te  th is  p roposa l .  Lease
st ipulat ions current ly prevent mining and subsidence of  perennial

d ra inages  un less  spec i f i ca l l y  p roposed,  eva lua ted  and approved.

Burnout Creek is a f ishery and provides water needed for downstream
uses,  inc lud ing  resource  produc t ion .  Before  such a  proposa l  can  be

evaluated, the operator must submit  detai led informat ion on how
potent ia l  impaets  cou ld  be  mi t iga ted  and how resource  cond i t ions  wou ld

be monitored to detect  any impacts and xr igger rni t igat ion.

2 .

3 .

The subsidence control  p lan shows that the Questar gas pipel ine would

be protected by employing ful1-support  mining techniques within the
pipel ine buffer zot \e.  The Forest  Service wi l l  not  consent to any

mining beneath the pipel ine unt i l  we receive documentat ion showing

that the operator has informed Questar Pipel ine Co. of  the intent to

mine under  the  p ipe l ine  and no  ob jec t ions  have been rece ived.

The subsidence control  p lan contains a discussion of  where and how

spec i f i c  a reas  wou ld  be  pro tec ted  f rom subs idence.  Buf fe r  zones  are

es tab l i shed fo r  th is  purpose.  The on ly  p lace  fu l l -suppor t  m in ing  has

been approved beneath the stream buffer zones is in the northernmost
eas t -west  ma in  and the  7  R igh t  B leeder  en t r ies .  There  are  some

rn is lead ing  s ta tements  tha t  need to  be  rev ised as  fo l lows:
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Page t+ -95  (second paragraph)  s ta tes  tha t  fu l l  ex t rac t ion  min ing
teehniques under the creek buffer zot te wi l l  only be proposed i f
ev idence shows tha t  sur face  e f fec ts ,  i f  sn l r  can  be  mi t iga ted .
This sentence should be revised to state that  no mining (other

than the two areas already discussed) has been approved under the
creek buffer zones and that pr ior  approval  must be obtained for
any such mining.

Page I+ -94  ( th i rd  paragraph)  s ta tes  tha t  Map 4 .L7 .1-1  shows the
Electr ic Lake and in let  buf fer zone within whieh there wi l l  be no

fu l l  ex t rac t ion  min ing .  Th is  sentence must  be  rev ised to  s ta te

that there wi l l  be no mining in these areas.

James Canyon and the inlet areas of Swens Canyon and Litt le Swens
Canyon to Electr ic Lake l ie wi th in the permit  area. The operator must
col lect  data to determine i f  these drainages are perennial  or

in te r rn i t ten t .  I f  they  are  de termined to  be  perenn ia l ,  appropr ia te

m e a s u r e s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m .  M a p  3 . 3 - 1  s h o w s  a
project ion of  mining in the James Canyon atea, but i t  is  d i f f icul- t  to

tel l  i f  th is mining extends beneath James Canyon.

The mine plan does not include a vegetat ion monitor ing plan for the
permi t  a rea  as  requ i red  in  lease s t ipu la t ions :  A  vegeta t ion

monitor ing program is required which would detect  any gradual  changes

in the extent and distr ibut ion of  vegetat ion comrnuni t ies f rom mining

and subs idence.  The opera tor  d iscusses  co lo r  in f ra red  photography  bu t

does  no t  d iscuss  a  vegeta t ion  mon i to r ing  p lan .  The oPera tor  must
provide a comparison of  the extent of  vegetat ion comrnuni t ies pr ior  to

mining and at  f ive-year intervals.  The f ive-year intervals and

submi t ta ls  shou ld  cor respond w i th  rn id - te rm rev iews.  The mine p lan

must  be  rev ised to  commi t  to  th is  mon i to r i t tg .

V e g e t a t i o n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  S e c t i o n  2 . 7  a n d  M a p  2 . 7  . t - t
shows vegetat ion communit ies over the permit  area as they were pr ior

to  min ing .  Vo lume A-2  (b lue  cover )  f rom the  las t  5 -year  renewal  wh ich

conta ins  de ta i led  in fo rmat ion  on  vegeta t ion  communi t ies  i s  re fe renced

on page 2-59 (paragraph 2) .  Volume A-2 was not brought forward as
par t  o f  the  mine  p lan  fo r  the  cur ren t  5 -year  renewal  ( red  cover ) .  The

Append ix  vo lumes are  a lso  re fe renced in  o ther  sec t ions .  Append ix
Volumes A-1 through A-4 (blue) need to be formal ly included in the MRP

by adding them to the Table of Contents and making sure that they are

made par t  o f  the  cur ren t  p lan .

M a p  2 . 3 . 5 . 2 - L  ( G r o u n d  L l a t e r  R i g h t s )  i s  o u t d a t e d .  T h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e

has f i led c la ims on several  spr ings in the Burnout Canyon area. This

map needs to be updated to show these spr ings.

The water  mon i to r ing  p lan  needs to  be  rev ised to  show mon i to r ing  o f

the  add i t iona l  spr ings  w i th  water  r igh ts  c la ims.  A  copy  o f  the  water

r igh ts  c la ims are  a t tached.

u"p!+'. rr? shows that asecond east-west"r" extends
Upper Huntington Creek Buffer Zone. The maP needs to be
to show this main ending at  the buffer zorTe l ine.



a
' t

. t
2 a )

9 .

l { a p  2 . 3 . 5 . 1 - 1  ( S u r f a c e  W a t e r  R i g h t s )  s h o w s  w a t e r  r i g h t s  c l a i m  ( 9 3 - 8 ) .

Stream monitor ing in aecordance with DOGM guidel ines must be conducted
just  above the conf luence of  th is t r ibutary wi th the main fork of
Upper Hunt ington Creek.

As discussed in i tem 4 above, James Canyon Creek needs to be
character ized and monitored. A stream monitor ing point  must be
establ ished in the channel  above the in let  at  Electr ic Lake or at  the
Forest boundary.

The above i tems need to be resolved before
the discussed provis ions of  the Mining and
quest ions ,  p lease contac t  us  a t  the  Fores t

S  i n c e r e l y ,

the  Fores t  Serv ice  w i l l  consent  Eo
Reclamat ion Plan. I f  you have any
S u p e r v i s o r r s  O f f i c e  i n  P r i c e ,  U t a h

GEORGE A. MORRIS
Fores t  Superv isor

Ene losures


